INTRODUCTION
['he need to utilize domestic energy and mineral sources which are so essential to our economic well-being cannot be questioned. Based on the availability of energy sources, both developed and developing nations must modify plans for expanding or building industrial capacity, and improving transportation systems. A very delicate balance exists between acceptable energy sources and those with imposed conditions which stifle and impede rational progress. The need to obtain sound energy and mineral data is obvious.
Many developed and developing nations are resolved to become energyindependent of foreign sources to the extent possible. A most promising new domestic energy source--geothermal--while not yet well understood will surely play a major role in the energy economy of the future. There ~xists a worldwide research and development activity in geothermal energy whose objective is to stimulate and facilitate the early and significant utilization of geothermal energy for power production.
Just as important as research and development of geothermal energy is the collection and dissemination of current information about geothermal This availability underlines the fact that no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, microfilming, recording, or otherwise, without wrinen permission of the publisher. Shipment is prompt; rate per article is S7.50. science and technology. It is the case in the geothermal field--and understandably so because the field is undergoing so rapid a growth--that there are many gaps in what is termed "public knowledge" about geothermal energy. New techniques have been developed for research that should be widely applied for exploration and utilization; basic scientific data may be applied to predictive modeling thereby saving much time and effort; some geothermal resources may not be made productive by any current technology; other resources may be utilized quickly without the necessity for further development work. To fill these information gaps is necessary and urgent; if the gaps are not filled, there is the penalty of unnecessary duplication and expense in research, and the additional expense, not often measurable in monetary terms, due to the fact that needed energy sources cannot be utilized.
The Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory is sponsored by the Energy Research and Development Administration to establish a National Geothermal Information Resource (GRID). The objective of GRID is mainly to compile and disseminate evaluated data and analyzed information on the following six major categories of geothermal science and technology: (1) physical chemistry; (2) exploration; (3) utilization; (4) institutional considerations; (5) environmental aspects; and (6) reservoir characteristics (see Fig. 1 
